BCAT-3 weekly report (23 March 2005) - Greetings from Turkmenistan
BCAT-3 ISS experiment opening doors for both science and international relations.
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Peter Lu (BCAT-3 Co-PI with David Weitz at Harvard) sent an email in the last week that made its way to MSFC, JSC, OZ and all the way to the International Space Station (ISS).  Everyone, including Leroy Chiao, the astronaut running the BCAT-3 experiment aboard the ISS, enjoyed it.  Dr. Chiao happened to be taking pictures of Turkmenistan from space (see Figure 1) when Peter Lu’s email came from the U.S. Embassy in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, the most closed of all the former Soviet Republics;  you can't get a visa (even as a tourist) without a formal government invitation. The president of Turkmenistan has suspended all postgraduate education, disbanded the academy of sciences, etc. etc. and cut-off internet access (which is why Peter’s email came from the U.S. embassy there).

Peter had been invited by the U.S. State Department under their Speakers and Specialists program to give a set of lectures and to talk with students, scholars and some officials on the importance of international collaboration, scientific research, and education, by presenting his various research projects over a half-a-dozen lectures.  Among the highlights of these lectures is his work with the (NASA-Harvard-UPenn) BCAT experiment aboard the ISS and its supporting ground-based confocal microscopy work.  The response to his lectures has been tremendous. At one lecture, an undergraduate girl struggled in broken English to say, "thank you so much for coming to us. We need outside people to come and share their ideas, to open our minds."  The fact that we can collaborate across so many nations, from different backgrounds, and even have an experiment in space, is just amazing to them.

For more details regarding the BCAT-3 experiment, please see http:/exploration.grc.nasa.gov/life/bcat3_iss.html.
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Figure 1.  Turkmenistan as seen from the International Space Station while discussing the ISS BCAT-3 experiment and science insights on the ground in Turkmenistan.











